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Virginia Code - Preface

PREFACE.

. Tug Legislature having been pleased to divect, that {he present

. publication of the Taws should be made under my immediate SUpErin-
tendency, I thought mysell bandly at liberty to decline this pablic
service, however laborious and incompatible with my other avocations.
The Cods is now presented (o the public, in as porfect = form, a3 the
exertion of my best judgment and ntmost industry, (aided by two very
competent assistants, Mr. Hendng and Mr. Menford,) could accom-
plish, :

T hina occureed to me, that a concise cxplanation of the plan of the
elition may snswer a good purpose.

X have, in obedience to the directions of tho Liegislature, prescribed
thig arder, in which the several Taws should be published in the Code,
lussing them, without regard to their dates, according o their subjiect
mather, as far as it was prasticable so to class them, and at the
spme fime preserve each stilute entiee, The proviakons of some of
the laws qee in themselves miscellaneons ; for cxample, the act for
arrmiging the conudies dule distvicts for fhe clection of Senalors, and for
equializing e lond fow, The classification is, therefore, in spme
measure, wiavoidably imperfect, Tn order to facilitate the use of e
Coile, 1 have placed ranning titles over the several Iaws, and pefized
o table to the fiest volume, shewing, it a very small comnpass, the con-
tenfs and arrangement of the whole: Code,

Tuas novel order of publication rendered it impossible to desig-
nate the year af the Commwnwealth, at the tap of the page, s in all
thenther pablications of ‘sur luws since the revolution.  Loath to devie
ale from the custom of dating ofl peblic scts fram the epoch of our
:':ll.;lfﬂ]‘ben_dlmw, (@ costom grateful to pullic fecling, and, in my opinia,
of real utility,) T have placed the ¥eary af the foundation of the repuil-
ficy as well os the year of oor Lord, in the side margin,.

Muxwre and securate references have Lieen made, with much Jrains,
o the original acts feem which the perficular provisions of the revis.
el acts Lave Loen compiled ; aml references e also made, (oo
thee titles,) to all former pencral lows relating to the sume subjects ; &

PREFACE.

The Legislature having been pleased to direct, that the present publication of the
laws should be made under my immediate superintendency, | thought myself
hardly at liberty to decline this public service, however laborious and



incompatible with my other avocations. The Code is now presented to the public,
in as perfect a form, as the exertion of my best judgment and utmost industry,
(aided by two very competent assistants, Mr. Hening and Mr. Munford) could
accomplish.

It has occurred to me, that a concise explanation of the plan of the edition may
answer a good purpose.

I have, in obedience to the directions of the Legislature, prescribed the order, in
which the several laws should be published in the Code, classing them, without
regard to their dates, according to their subject matter, as far as it was practicable
so as to class them, and at the same time preserve each statute entire. the
provisions of some of the laws are in themselves miscellaneous; for example, the
act for arranging the counties into districts for the election of Senators, and for
equalizing the land tax. The classification is, therefore, in some measure,
unavoidably imperfect. In order to facilitate the use of the Code, | have placed
running titles over the several laws, and prefixed a table to the first volume,
showing, in a very small compass, the contents and arrangement of the whole
Code.

This novel order of publication rendered it impossible to designate the year of the
Commonwealth, at the top of the page, as in all the other publications of our laws
since the revolution. Loath to deviate from the custom of dating all public acts
from the epoch of our independence, (a custom grateful to public feeling, and, in
my opinion, of real utility,) 1 have placed the year, of the foundation of the
republic, as well as the yar of our Lord, in the side margin.

Minute and accurate references have been made, with much pains, to the original
acts from which the particular provisions of the revised acts have been compiled,;
and references are also made, (from the titles,) to all former general laws relating
to the same subjects; and, in both cases, the editions, or sessions acts, in which the
original or former acts are to be found, are carefully cited. I have also added
references, (in the side margin,) to the English statutes in pari materia.



{3
wind, 3n both cases, the editions, o sessions acts, in which fhe origlnal
or former seds are to be found, are carcfilly cited. 1 bave also added
references; (in the side marging to the English statutes i pari-ana-
terin.

Ly vegard to mast of the Inportant provisions of the luws, esperi-
ally those affecting the rights of property, Tlmve made an essay to
five, i the notes, such a concise history of our statute law, (from
very early peeiods, often from the firstinstitition of the colonial beggis-
lnturey} a5 amey seeve all genernl purposes, aud assist more minobe
sl particalar :i:ll‘r‘t".-ilig;;itil:llm.

Buem of the amendments warde at the late revision, 1s consist in
new preovisions, ave distivguished by betng printed within single in.
vertedl commag. - But very many of the amendments consist-in the
substitution of new Tor uld [.ll.‘n';.":s:'rmr_q‘- in the striking out af former
provisions altogether ; and in afterations of the Tangunge of former
laws, very slight at ficst view, but often very important in effect .
these also are noted, and explanations of them atteipled, where they
could be made withont s too proliz anaetition,

v 0 Wosnever T foad thet the Legislatuie siveck oit AN proyision
reported by the vevisors, dn o revised bill reducing inti one act all
former acts on fhe subject, and omitted 1o fnsert & any other set,
L lawe: cornsidorod the provision so steeek out, as intentionally rejected
and repealed, T have, therefors, omitted ull such rejected provisions,

Iz is proper to mention, that, in the interpretation § have zives [anid
hiave fllowed in the pablication) te one very material provision of the
ek by anthority of which this ealition s published, T am not suire, that
T livve not gone bevond the legislativis intention in ane resgect, wnid
stopt shart of i in snather: [ mean fhe provision; whicl direces tli
publication of 1l several other acts, not therein eniemerated, con-
cerning U enfering, strveying, and acquiring title to lands, the pre-
perty of the Communivealth” - In the fiest place, s ol laws relating
to the acquisition, in any manner, of titdes to any lanils, the propoety
of the Commewenlth, fall within thie genaral descriptivn of the pra- %
¥ision ; and as, in troth, all laws Talling within bt description, ac-
cording to the most fiberal interpretation of it, ave equally proper tu
Le preserved in a Gode which may readily e consaltel 3 T have eon.
elarded, thal not only tlhe series of laws relating te srants of waste
atd unnppropeiited lands, ut of such as relate o zrants of escheated
s fordeited Jands, sl to sales of Jands by revense wilicors for taxes,
aught to be inseried inthis Code,  Jn the it place, Thave concluded,

that only the series of land-Jaws enacted since the fonndation of the

"-'-:-'1'\"'-|mwrﬁwﬂWW}w-mem"wmﬂ'Wn s

(iv)

In regard to most of the important provisions of the _Iawg, especially those
affecting the rights of property, | have made an essay to give, in the notes, suc_h a
concise history of our statute law, (from very early periods, often from the first
institution of the colonial legislature,) as may serve all general purposes, and
assist more minute and particular investigations.



Such of the amendments made at the late revision, as concise in new provisions,
are distinguished by being printed within single inverted commas. But very many
of the amendments consist in the substitution of new for old provisions; in the
striking out of former provisions altogether; and in alterations of the language of
former laws, very slight at first view, but often very important in effect; these also
are noted, and explanations of them attempted, where they could be made without
a too prolix annotation.

Wherefore, | found that the Legislature struck out any provision reported by the
revisers, in a revised bill reducing into one act all former acts on the subject, and
omitted to insert it in any other act, | have considered the provision so struck out,
as intentionally rejected and repealed. | have, therefore, omitted all such rejected
provisions.

It is proper to mention, that, in the interpretation | have given (and have followed
in the publication) to one very material provision of the act by authority of which
this edition is published, | am not sure, that | have not gone beyond the legislative
intention in one respect, and stop short of it in another: | mean the provision,
which directs the publication of "the several other acts, not therein enumerated,
concerning the entering, surveying, and acquiring title to lands, the property of the
Commonwealth.” In the first place, as all laws relating to the acquisition, in any
manner, of titles to any lands, the property of the Commonwealth, fall within the
general description of the provision: and as, in truth, all laws falling within that
description, according to the most liberal interpretation of it, are equally proper to
be preserved in a Code which may readily be consulted; I have concluded, that
not only the series of laws relating to grants of waste and unappropriated lands,
but of such as relate to grants of escheated and forfeited lands, and to sales of
lands by revenue officers for taxes, ought to be inserted in this Code. In the next
place, | have concluded, that only the series of land-laws enacted since the
foundation of the Commonwealth, are required to be published; because the laws
described are those only that relate to lands the property of the Commonwealth;
and because the insertion of the land-laws passed before the revolution, would
swell the edition far beyond the limits of two octavo volumes, the form of
publications prescribed by the act. | have therefore published, in three copious
appendices, the series of land-laws passed since the revolution, the series of laws
relating to escheated or forfeited lands, and the series of laws relating to
forfeitures and sales of lands for taxes: and to make amends for any mistake of the
intention of the Legislature, (if | aver made a mistake,) in omitting the land-laws
passed before the revolution, I have prefixed to the series of land-laws which |
have inserted, references to all the land-laws passed before the revision of 1705,
and summaries of those passed at that revision, and thenceforth to the revolution.
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Cammonwealth, ave required to he published ; becanse: the Taws do.
seribied are those only that pelute to lands the property of the (e
aonwenlth i and Tecause the insertion of the land-luws passed heture
the revolution, woould swell the edition fur beyond the limits of fwo
E eotivve yolomes, tle forn of publication preeseribed by the act, T

five thevelore: published, in theee coplous appendices, the series of
lunil-laws passed sinee the revolution, the series of laws reluting to
esclieaited or forfeited Lands, and the serivs of laws relating to forfeil-
e qind sales of lands for taxes : and to'make amends for my mis.
take of the intention of the Legislatiee, (1f X have made a mistake,)
in omitting the: land-lows passed befors the revalution, T hive pre.
fixed to the serics of land-laws which T have inzavted, references to all
the land-laws passed before the revision of 1705, and ssrmarics of
those pussed at that vevision, and fenceforth to the revolndion,

I genesal, 1 have cudeavaurcd to supply whatever I mysell have
pegavded, or Leard others mention, as desiderala in other editions.
Nothing has beon inserted and nothing exeluded, without LT
caveful examination. Tt was allowed me to divide the Taloay but not
the respamsibility.  The provision that pepeals sl acts of a general
nature, which shall wot be publisbed in ihis Code, cither entive ap
Ly thei taides, pursuant tothe divoctions of the act concerning the
publication, hag bean continually present to my-mind. T am sensihle
of the danger, ns well as of the homor, of the confidence $lius reposed
in e Lor my own credity, and yet more from o semse of Jaulblic
duty, T have liboured, most azsiduously, 1o colleet a1l Lhe public [aws
now i force ; welghing with due deliberation; those ronceriing
which thers could be aloubt, whether they wers repealed op BT
serled by subsequent Taws or not 5 and abways prodently inclining ta
insert, rather than o exclude.  Nevertheless, T may have fallen inta
errors of jodgwent : aml, in the dispatch whicl was reuisite {n com-
plete the publication within the time preseribed, some Taws that oight
to have been inserted, may have escaped me, and thorefore be omii-
tell, They are very few, 1 hope, and yoryp incomsiderabile 3 awd if, at
;- any time, ¥ shall discover such omissions, I will not fil (n Db
them, in & proper manners to the netice of the chjnln,fum, :

B W. LEIGH,

T

Riekmond, 1510,

(v)

In general, | have endeavored to supply whatever I myself have regarded, or
heard others mention, as desiderate, in other editions. Nothing has been inserted
and nothing excluded, without my own careful examination. It was allowed me to
divide the labor, but not the responsibility. The provision that repeals all acts of a
general nature, which shall not be published in this Code, either entire or by their
titles, pursuant to the directions of the act concerning the publication, has been
continually present to my mind. | am sensible of the danger, as well as of the
honor, of the confidence thus reposal in me. For my own credit, and yet more
from a sense of public duty, | have labored, most assiduously, to collect all the



public laws now in force; weighing with due deliberation, those concerning which
there could be a doubt, whether they were repealed or superseded by subsequent
laws or not; and always prudently inclining to insert, rather than to exclude.
Nevertheless, 1 may have fallen into errors of judgment: and, in the dispatch
which was requisite in complete the publication within the time prescribed, some
laws that ought to have been inserted, may have escaped me, and therefore be
omitted. they are very few, | hope, and very inconsiderable; and if, at any time, |
shall discover such omissions, | will not fail to bring them, in a proper manner, to
the notice of the Legislature.

R. W. LEIGH,
Richmond, 1819.



Virginia Code - 13th Amendment

0 Federal. Conatitution.

A ATEL-D, anTrerE 120
AT A :
b 1. Tuw electors shall meet in their respective states, and vo
® Sei s, nrks I

B ballot for president and viee tlent, one of wlkom, ar least,
Al cinde of - shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with themsclves
they shall name in’ their ballots the peraon voted for a8 pres-
dent, aml indistinet ballots the person visdel for ng viee pres
el Brali ilent ; and i'rlr:r ahall make diatinet liata of all revEanE voted fir i
as preaident, and of all persons vobed for as vice president, asd
af the mumber of votes for each, which lists they shall sizn and
cortily, and transmit sealed fo the seat af tee governnsent of
Unitedl States, directed to the president of the senate;
vesident of the =enate shall, in the et of the senate al
woise of ropresentatives, open all the certificates, and the vote
shnil then be connted ; the peraon having the test number
woles for president, shall e the president, i such nomber by
minjerity of the whele number of electors appodnted 3 and it s
wi=an fave sech majority, then, From the persoas having fhe
ftig'hmt nunthir, nok uxu-:-.uﬁi.u; thires, on the list af those voled
for as pregident, the hazse of represenbatives shall elioose imme-
dintely, by ballot, the president. Bt in choaing the prés.
dlemt, e votes shall be taken by states, the represcntation from
cack state baving one vore 2 oaornm for this parpose shall cons
siet of n membes or nmruhe’m.}mm trro-thinds of stntes, nod
a majerity of all the states shall be necessary to o choice, Ao
if the bouse of representatives shnll not chopae 2 president

wheneyer the right of chioice shall devolve I.IEJI:IH them, hefore

thet Forth alay of March next following fhen the vice presides)
shall aet 25 presideat, as in the ease of the death or offier con-
stitutional dissbility of the presadent. i

9 Tur person laving the gyeatest number of vites of viee
president, shall be the viee president, i sach oamber be a -
Joeity of the whole number of lectess appointed ;- and i oo
persan bave o nemjurity, then, Teon the two highest nmbers oo
the list, the sennte shall choose the vice preadent s 2 guer
for the purpose alall conslst of twva dhirds of the ' whale number
of senutonrss and & majority of the whole number shall be neces-
sary ton chobee :

4 B ma persan eomstitutiomally ineligible to the office of
grw"lﬁrm b alLaITbe elizible to that of vice president of tee nited

tate=. :

anTrona 13.

rseenship fmdsit-  Tr any citizen of the United Stabes slall accept, olaing, we
o b e e oy or retain any title of wobility o hanor, oF shall, withoat
""""T;,}':,I.}:,u, the conzent of eongress, accept and retain any prossid, pension,
mwm.f.;c,mnﬂim, ar emolument of any kind whatever, from any emperor, :
Ea, o crninent L, prines, or foreign power, sucl persen shall coxse 40 e 2 8
pf oy Kl &0 citiren of the United States, and shall be incapable of hobiing
B el 2] “any office of trust or profil under them, or cither of them. :

[page] 30
Federal Constitution.

ARTICLE 13.

If any citizen of the United States shall accept, claim, receive, or retain any title of
nobility or honor, or shall, without the consent of congress, accept and retain any
present, pension, office, or emolument of any kind whatever, from any emperor,



king, prince, or foreign power, such person shall cease to be a citizen of the
United States, and shall be incapable of holding any office of trust or profit under
them, or either of them.
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